
No Military Action Zone 

From Humanitarian Disaster to Hope for Humanity 

An exercise in international norm-setting 

 

The Middle East and North African region is currently the most dynamic region in the 

world today, as conflicts among states and groups have caused a disruption in political, 

economic, and socio-cultural relations among states. This also includes the 

displacement of people in a certain area, and they could seek refuge in a foreign 

country or within their own state.  

A number of conflicts in the Middle East and African Region, namely the crises in Syria, 

Iraq, Libya, and South Sudan have displaced millions of people from their homes. 

According to the United Nations High Commissioner, there are 3,024,494 registered 

Syrian refugees; 1,522,855 displaced people originating from Iraq; 64,345 displaced 

people originating from Libya; and, 600,290 South Sudanese refugees. This brings the 

number of refugees from these four countries to 5,211,984. 

Refugees not only face the problem of being displaced from their homes, but their 

livelihoods and sense of normalcy are also affected. Men and women losing their 

source of income, children cannot attend school, and they all face uncertainty over their 

safety and future. In addition, some refugee camps do not have the facilities to address 

the needs of the refugees, which could lead to further misery and possibly the spread of 

diseases. 

As for the international community, it has the responsibility to protect refugees and 

funds are allocated to the refugee camps to ensure that they are given the proper 

humanitarian aid, which includes food and medicine. As such, refugees are often at the 

mercy of international funds that are also distributed to other crisis areas.  

What is NOMAZ? 

The No Military Action Zone (NOMAZ) is a designated area free of any form of military 

action, where residents or displaced persons could continue their daily lives without 

disruption from any conflicting parties. Furthermore, the NOMAZ is recognized by all 

parties, including the government, belligerent groups, non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs) and international organizations (IOs).  

A NOMAZ can also be established in an area considered a heritage site or an area that 

is rich in biodiversity. In addition, a NOMAZ is also an area that is sustainable. 

As compared to a refugee camp, a NOMAZ will not only protect civilians from military 

action, but will also allow them to build a life for themselves and their families. In order 

to achieve this, development projects are encouraged within the zone, and these 

projects would include infrastructure, livelihood and other training programs. As a result, 



civilians residing within the NOMAZ will be equipped with the necessary tools needed to 

uplift their economic situations during conflict situations. 

Security around the NOMAZ will be provided by the United Nations in the form of 

peacekeeping forces. Conflicting parties and other stakeholders, such as the United 

Nations, NGOs and the private sector are enjoined to recognize the zone by signing an 

agreement that no military action will be undertaken in the NOMAZ.  

Similar to a demilitarized zone, such as the United Nations Disengagement Observer 

Force (UNDOF) in Golan Heights, a buffer zone is set up where no military action is to 

take place.  

The end-goal of the NOMAZ is to gradually widen in terms of areas covered, which 

could eventually lead to the end of conflict in a specific area. 

 

Philippine Peace Zones 

In the Philippines, several Peace Zones have been established. In their MethodFinder’s 

Practitioner’s Guide, the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) 

GmbH and the Poverty Reduction and Conflict (PRCT) Philippines described Peace 

Zones as “community-based, people-led initiatives in local geographical areas which 

residents themselves declare to be off-limits to armed conflict primarily to protect 

civilians, livelihood and property.” 

The GTZ-PRCT enumerated three interrelated purposes of Peace Zones, namely: to 

regulate movements of conflicting parties, to promote dialogue and to foster social and 

economic development for lasting peace and prosperity.  

An example of a Peace Zone provided by GTZ-PRCT is the one established in Carmen, 

North Cotabato, Mindanao. The area faces several conflicts, which the conflict between 

the Muslim population and the Philippine government, as well as clan conflicts, 

terrorism, and criminality, among others.  

In the creation of the Carmen Peace Zone, several considerations were made 

particularly in the type of conflicts that exist within the area and the stakeholders 

involved. The residents of Carmen were informed as to what the historicity of the 

prevailing conflicts in the area, so that any misunderstanding or misconception between 

the groups, especially within the community, could be addressed. In engaging 

stakeholders, all groups are included in the establishment of the Peace Zone. Armed 

groups, including the Armed Forces of the Philippines, are required to sign an 

agreement that no military action shall be conducted in the Peace Zone, and this 

includes carrying weapons in the Peace Zone.  

Once an agreement is implemented, civil society groups, NGOs and the private sector 

may enter the Peace Zone to conduct leadership trainings for the residents, so that their 

capabilities to manage the affairs of the community could be enhanced. Development 



projects are also encouraged to improve access to markets and other areas to promote 

economic and social development.  

Apart from Carmen, the municipal government of Tulunan in North Cotabato, Sagada in 

Mt. Province, and Kalinga are some of Peace Zones established in the Philippines. 

It is also noteworthy that the Philippine Department of Education Region 12, which 

covers South Cotabato, Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, Sarangani and General Santos 

(SOCCSKSARGEN), declared its schools as “zones of peace” to protect pupils from 

any form of violence.1 

Limitations 

While agreements among groups contribute to the peace and stability within a Peace 

Zone, there are some instances where the neutrality of the area is violated. Some 

groups, such as splinter groups, may not be beholden to the agreement, and would 

strike the zone to gather supplies or to abduct residents who they feel are hindering 

their interests.  

Another limitation is the location of the Peace Zones. They may be located in remote 

areas, which would make it difficult for civil society groups or NGOs to make contact.  

A third limitation would be the perceived neutrality of the residents. While they may 

declare the area to be a Peace Zone, they may also lean towards a specific group due 

to kinship or ideological similarities, which may put the community at risk for any attack 

from armed groups they oppose. 

The same limitations may be applicable to NOMAZs, therefore strong international 

support and presence is recommended. 
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